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Cleanup Activities
Marching Forward
Despite the weather, the upcoming fall and winter

season will not slow down remediation activities at

McClellan AFB. The base’s Environmental

Management Directorate is busy out in the field

starting new projects that will contribute to cleaner

groundwater, facilities, and property. These efforts

are necessary to ready base property for reuse by

private industry.

In 1995, the Air Force, federal and state regulatory

agencies decided on a groundwater plan to protect

public health. This plan laid out a timeline for

containing and cleaning up fuel and solvent

contaminants in the groundwater at McClellan.

Installing a groundwater containment system which

stops known groundwater contamination from

spreading off of the base's property has been done.

Building an approved strategy for cleanup and

designing a remediation system also have been

accomplished. Expansion of this containment system

to better control the contamination began on schedule

last month and will continue through Spring 1999.

Groundwater

During October 1997, the Air Force cleaned creeks at McClellan AFB to prevent winter flooding

on base. The creek cleaning along Don Julio and Magpie Creeks resulted in damage to protected

wildlife habitat. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has given McClellan AFB recommendations for

restoration of the wildlife area.
Two community meetings are scheduled to inform the community of the problem, present

information on the process to restore the area and to receive recommendations from the community

on the best way to proceed.
Meetings are Nov. 4 at Vineland School, 6450 20th Street, Rio Linda and Nov. 5 at F. C. Joyce

School, 6050 Watt Avenue, North Highlands. Meetings on both days will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Creek Restoration Public Meetings to be Held in November

Workers are busy installing new monitoring and

extraction wells, expanding the capacity of

groundwater pretreatment units, and enlarging the

existing Groundwater Treatment Plant. Water flow

from the existing and new wells will increase from

650 to about 1,400 gallons per minute. The
Continued on Page 2

Dayton Busch and Pete Minkel of

Jacobs Engineering Conduct Radiological Surveys



Facilities and Property
Base closure is offering a different type of challenge.

In California, whoever pollutes the environment

owns that pollution until it is cleaned up. The Air

Force is taking steps to ensure facilities and property

are clean before they are handed over to Sacramento

County for reuse. The Air Force is conducting

environmental sampling which will define the

baseline condition of facilities and property which is

critical in determining Air Force liability in the

future. In the event that a new tenant causes future

pollution, the Air Force will have verification of the

original condition of its property prior to the new use.

New contamination would have to be cleaned up by

the new tenant. As any renter or landlord knows,

having proof of the property’s original condition is

just good business.

Survey teams are scanning buildings and surrounding

areas that once housed items or paint containing

radium, much like the paint used in luminous dial

watches. Areas to be examined are typically marked

off in a grid pattern to ensure a complete survey. By

using laser-assisted scanning equipment that is

guided by a Global Positioning System, the team at

McClellan is able to conduct an exact survey without

a marked grid. Readings from the equipment are

downloaded directly into a computer, generating

more reliable data in less time. Although we do not

expect to find any radiological contamination, if it is

found it will be removed. The results of the survey

will be published and made available.

Verifying building and property baseline conditions

go beyond radiological sampling. Tamara Zielinski,

Remedial Program Manager, is in charge of the

identification and remediation of landfill sites and

soils contaminated with heavy metals, PCBs, and

inorganic or semi-volatile compounds. A field effort

is also underway to sample soils in other suspected

contaminated areas. According to Zielinski, the

buildings sitting atop of some of the soils to be tested

will not hamper the investigation. Her team has set

up drill rigs right in the buildings to drill through the

foundations to sample the soil below. The data

generated in this effort will not only verify the

conditions of the properties, but will also be used to

choose the proper cleanup strategy for any

contamination found.
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Check our web site:

for documents and information.

http://www.mcclellan.af.mil/EM

All recently issued documents are also available
at the Administrative Record at McClellan AFB.
Call Danny Durkee at 643-1742 x 347.

improved Groundwater Treatment Plant will be able

to treat up to 2,000 gallons per minute.

“Work we are doing now in this phase is certainly

improving containment of the groundwater pollution

on base property as well as on bordering properties,”

said Captain George Joyce, Remediation Program

Manager.

Migration of plumes of contaminated groundwater is

stopped by the extraction wells. The monitoring

wells offer confirmation that the extraction well

network is effective in doing its job. Data gathered

from monitoring will be used to make better

decisions on future cleanup actions.

The Restoration Advisory Board (RAB)

provides a forum through which local

community members, regulatory agencies and

the Air Force work together in an atmosphere

that encourages discussion and exchange of

information on the McClellan environmental

remediation program.

Typical RAB members include representatives

from businesses, schools, civic organizations

and local residents. If you are interested in

applying to join the RAB, please contact Chuck

Yarbrough at (916) 967-8375.

RAB members join committees, one of which is

the Technical Report Review Committee. They

review technical documents such as the

Community Relations Plan Update, Five Year

Review, and various remediation actions, and a

report is given to the entire RAB. The

community members of the board then give

input and advice to the Air Force on the

proposed plans.

Community Members Wanted!



Can Nature Clean Up
Environmental Contamination
Created by Humans?

“Natural attenuation” relies on nature to clean

up certain types of human contamination, and

although monitoring continues on a regular

basis, no further action is necessary.

brought together public, federal and

state environmental regulators, Department of

Defense representatives, private environmental

companies and other stakeholders in

environmental issues to discuss the title question.

The Center for Public Environmental Oversight

sponsored this event in San Francisco.

“Events like this give community members of

Restoration Advisory Boards and other citizen’s

groups across the United States the opportunity to

know each other, and to share problems and

cleanup ideas so we can have a brighter and

cleaner tomorrow,” said Charles Yarbrough,

McClellan Air Force Base RAB Community Co-

Chair.

Yarbrough summarized the community perspective

by saying the public members in general did not

like the threat and risk to public health and the

environment posed by natural attenuation.

Everyone at the conference seemed in agreement

that natural attenuation, if used, must be used in

The National Stakeholders Forum on Natural

Attenuation

combination with other man-made cleanup

processes. There is a risk of possible transfer of

contamination from soil to groundwater, to surface

water, and to the air we breathe. There is also a

concern of more hazardous by-products being

produced.

Captain George Joyce, McClellan AFB Remedial

Project Manager, attended the forum with

Yarbrough and said, “Evidence from multiple

sources will be needed to convince regulators and

us that natural attenuation will work at our site.”

He concluded that forums like this one are

important for everyone involved with

environmental remediation.

“A forum like this gives all stakeholders an

opportunity to come together and learn about

different technologies first hand, and have

meaningful discussions and a more successful

environmental program,” concluded Joyce.

McClellan-sponsored representatives were Charles

Yarbrough for the community and Captain Joyce for

McClellan Environmental Management.
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The is a publication of the Environmental Public Affairs

Office at McClellan AFB, California, designed to keep the public informed of environmental

activities at the base. For questions, comments, or to be added to the mailing list, please

write to SM-ALC/PA, 3237 Peacekeeper Way, Suite 5, McClellan AFB, CA 95652-1044 or

phone (916) 643-1742 ext. 451.

Environmental Action Update
Director of Environmental Management

Chief of Environmental Restoration
Director of Public Affairs

Environmental Public Affairs Specialist and Editor

Paul Brunner

Elaine Anderegg

Maj. Robert Gonzales

Merianne Briggs
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State of California Gives Water Quality Training

Alex MacDonald, McClellan AFB Project

Manager for California Regional Water Quality

Control Board, presented a training class for the

Restoration Advisory Board in September. In the

class, he explained water quality standards, how

cleanup levels are established and the water quality

objectives. MacDonald also gave the RAB

members sources and sites for further study. There

was informative general discussion and site specific

information as it related to McClellan. More

training is planned and suggestions are welcome.

To keep the community informed of the

McClellan Air Force Base Environmental

Management program, speakers are available

to come to your school, community group or

organization. The presentation can be tailored

to meet the needs of your meeting. For details,

call Merianne Briggs at 643-1742 ext. 457.

Does your organization want to learn more?



557 Employees Applying for Carpool Parking

( ).from January 1998
524
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F M IOR ORE NFORMATION

about McClellan's Installation Restoration
Program, please call:

Upcoming
Meetings

Vineland School Auditorium

RAB General Meeting
(See Agenda Inside)

October 21, 1998 6-9 p.m.

Vineland School Auditorium

F. C. Joyce School Cafeteria

Public Meeting
Creek Restoration

(See Details on Front Page)
November 4, 1998 6:30 p.m.

November 5, 1998 6:30 p.m.

RAB Meeting
6-9 p.m.December 2, 1998

Vineland School Auditorium

RAB Community Relations
Committee Meeting

6-8 p.m.December 16, 1998
Vineland School Auditorium

E M R SNVIRONMENTAL ANAGEMENT EMEDIAL COREBOARD

As of
Sept. 1st, 1998:

lbs. of contamination
removed from
soil and groundwater.885,784

Web Site (Created April 1998):
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As of
Sept 1

77 Vanpools at McClellan.

640 Carpools at McClellan.894

Commuter Cards Issued for Regional Transit

( ).from December 1997
1,0861,004

Transit Trips Taken by McClellan Employees

( ).from January 1998
30,10219,593

42

Visits to the Site.

Applications for Carpool Partners Generated

from Web Site.

3,322

26

1,217


